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...what the label tells you
One mixed drink 
with 1.5 fl oz (44 
mL) of 80-proof 
liquor (such as 
vodka, gin, scotch, 
bourbon, brandy, 
or rum)

5 fl oz (148 mL)
of wineTypes of Alcoholic Beverages

 Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code §1.04

Distilled Spirits - Alcohol, spirits of wine, whiskey, rum, brandy, gin, or any liquor produced in whole or in part by 
the process of distillation, including all dilutions or mixtures of them, and includes spirit coolers that may have an 
alcoholic content as low as four percent alcohol by volume and contain plain, sparkling, or carbonated water and 
may also contain one or more natural or artificial blending or flavoring ingredients. 

Wine - A product obtained from the alcoholic fermentation of juice of sound ripe grapes, fruits, berries, or honey, 
and includes wine coolers.  

Ale or Malt Liquor - A malt beverage containing more than four percent of alcohol by weight. (Generally 5.1%  or 
more ABV.)  

Beer - A malt beverage containing one-half of one percent or more of alcohol by volume and not more than four 
percent of alcohol by weight, and does not include a beverage designated by label or otherwise by a name other 
than beer.  (Generally 5.1% and under ABV.)  

Label regulations for Texas can be found in the TABC Rules Chapter 45.  For more information visit www.tabc.state.tx.us.  

Go to www.tabc.state.tx.us and access the Approved Labels database.  
This database contains labels approved since May 2005.  

Search For Alcoholic Beverages That Are Approved 
For Sale In Texas

Enter any of the fields on this page such as:

•	 TABC Certificate Number: Enter exact 6-digit TABC certificate number. 
•	 Permit/License Number: Enter exact permit/license number.  (Include beginning 

alpha character.)
•	 Brand Name: Enter full or partial brand name.
•	 Type: Select Malt Beverage, Wine or Spirits.
•	 Approval Date: Enter full or partial approval date.
•	 Trade Name: Enter full or partial trade name.
•	 Alcohol By Volume Content: Enter a numerical range.
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Additional Information

You may contact your local TABC office for 
additional information.  To find the office 
nearest you, go to:

 www.tabc.state.tx.us

You may also contact the Tax and Marketing 
Division at:

label.approval@tabc.state.tx.us
512-206-3410

Have questions or concerns?
questions@tabc.state.tx.us

03/2012

Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission
5806 Mesa Drive                                                     
P.O. Box 13127

Austin, Texas 78711
512-206-3333 (Information)

1-888-THE-TABC (Complaints)

TDD/TTY:  711
www.tabc.state.tx.us



What the label tells you...

Green Springs
Brand Name
The brand name is required 
and is used to identify and 
market the product.

Class Designation
A malt beverage label may 
contain a class designation 
of the product.  For example:  
beer, lager, ale, stout, porter, 
etc.  When a malt beverage 
is made with the addition of 
spices, fruit, honey, or natural 
flavors, it requires specific 
labeling to indicate the class 
designation.  

A distilled spirit label must 
contain a designation that 
accurately identifies the 
product in the bottle.  For 
example:  gin, vodka, rum, 
tequila, etc.

To learn more about requirements in Texas for alcoholic beverage labels, e-mail label.approval@tabc.state.tx.us or call 512-206-3410.  

Green Springs Brewing Co., City, State
8% ALC./VOL.

12 FL. OZ.

Ale

Alcohol Content
The alcohol content is 
required on labels for 
flavored malt beverages 
that derive alcohol from 
added flavors.  Also 
required on distilled 
spirits labels.

Name and Address
The name and address of 
the bottler or importer must 
appear on the brand label.  

Net Contents
The net contents must 
be stated in English 
units of measure 
for malt beverages 
and metric units of 
measure for wine 
and distilled spirits.  
There are additional 
requirements for 
container sizes for 
wine and distilled 
spirits.  

Health Warning Statement
This statement is required on 
all beverages containing 0.5% 
or more alcohol by volume.  

GOVERNMENT WARNING:  (1) According to the surgeon general, women 
should not drink alcoholic beverages during pregnancy because of the 
risk of birth defects.  (2) Consumption of alcoholic beverages impairs 
your ability to drive a car or operate machinery, and may cause health 
problems.  

Vintage Date - Indicates the year in which the grapes were harvested.

Estate Bottled - Means that 100% of the wine came from grapes grown on land owned or controlled by 
the winery.  The winery and the vineyard must be in the same viticultural area.  

Appellation of Origin - Another name for the 
place in which the dominant grapes used in 
the wine were grown.  Means at least 75% of 
the wine is produced from grapes grown in the 
place named.  

Viticultural Area - A grape-growing region 
in the U.S. with geographic features (such 
as soil or climate) that set it apart from the 
surrounding areas.  Means at least 85% of the 
wine was produced from grapes grown in the 
region.

Varietal Designations - Names of dominant 
grapes used in the wine.  For example:  
Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay, Zinfandel, 
Merlot.  Means at least 75% of the grapes 
used to make the wine are of that variety and 
that the entire 75% were grown in the labeled 
appellation.  

Other Designations - Wine labels are not 
required to bear a varietal designation.  Other 
designations may be used to identify the wine, 
such as Red Wine, Rose Wine, White Wine, 
Table Wine (if no more than 14% alcohol by 
volume) or Dessert Wine (if over 14% alcohol by volume).  Some imported wines are designated with a 
distinctive name which is permissible only on specific wines from a particular place or region within the 
country of origin.  For example:  Asti Spumanti from Italy and Bordeaux from France.

Declaration of Sulfites - Required if the wine is intended for interstate commerce and contains 10 or 
more parts per million of sulfur dioxide.  

2008
Estate Bottled

Green Springs Valley
Merlot

Contains Sulfites

Produced and Bottled by Green Springs Winery, City, State
12% Alc./Vol. 750 ML

GOVERNMENT WARNING:  (1) According to the surgeon 
general, women should not drink alcoholic beverages 
during pregnancy because of the risk of birth defects.  (2) 
Consumption of alcoholic beverages impairs your ability 
to drive a car or operate machinery, and may cause health 
problems.  

Green Springs

Additional information you may see on wine labels:

Additional information you may see on malt beverage labels: 

Draft/Draught - Generally means the product has not been 
pasteurized and some other method of removing or inhibiting 
the growth of bacteria has been utilized.  

Lite/Light/Low-Carb - Malt beverages labeled as “Lite” or 
“Light” must include a statement of average analysis.  The 
statement must include the amount per serving of calories, 
carbohydrates, protein, and fat.  Malt beverages labeled as 
“Low-Carbohydrate” must include a statement of average 
analysis and the product can contain no more than 7 grams of 
carbohydrates per 12-ounce serving.

Sources:  
www.ttb.gov
Texas AB Code
TABC Rules §45


