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July 27, 2011

Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission
Mr. Alan Steen

P.O. Box 13127

Austin, Texas 78752

Dear Mr. Steen:

I became the police chief in Giddings two years ago and with the assistance of TABC Agent Tricia
Rutledge and Sergeant Pete Champion | have undertaken a methodical approach in dealing with alcohol
related nuisances in and around our local bars. In an effort to solicit voluntary compliance and
cooperation from the club owners Sergeant Champion and Agent Rutledge agreed to participate in a local
meeting where | invited all club owners and managers. The meeting was most effective and both your
TABC staff and my staff explained our desires to work with each of them in a collaborative effort to
assist them in operating safe and legally compliant businesses.

Although we were able to open up positive lines of communication and cooperation with our legal clubs,
there remained a bootlegging bar named Chapel’s Club and this club had a long history harboring
narcotic’s dealers and users, gambling, prostitution and various other criminal activities. The club was in
a rented building and the owner was Mr. Michael Moore. Mr. Moore did not hold a TABC license
because of his criminal history. Last summer | asked Agent Rutledge and Sgt. Champion if they could
assist our department with an undercover operation at Chapel’s Club and they quickly responded to that
request.

On June 14, 2010 Sgt. Champion and Agent Tricia Rutledge assembled late in the evening, at our
department, with TABC Agents Mike Hunter and Thomas Chadwick who were going to enter Chapel’s
Club in an undercover capacity. Also present were TABC Agents Scott Helpenstell, Russell Moore,
Kevin Bammert and John King. After a detailed briefing Agents Hunter and Chadwick did enter the
extremely crowded bar and conducted their undercover operation. The agents observed patrons openly
smoking marihuana and gambling and observed Michael Moore, his wife Shannon Taylor and Corey
Moore collecting cash money in exchange for an empty cup to be filled with beer or liquor. With the aide
of a body microphone a signal was given by the agents and the club was raided by officers who arrested
the above individuals.

Michael Moore’s wife and Corey Moore both pled guilty to their charges but Michael Moore has refused
to work with the Lee County prosecutor and held out for a jury trial. This week the case did go to trial
and after the professional testimony of Agents Rutledge and Hunter, the jury quickly found him guilty.

I am extremely grateful and appreciative of the work performed by Sgt. Champion, Agents Tricia
Rutledge, Mike Hunter and Thomas Chadwick, along with Agents Bammert, Moore, and Helpenstell who
all performed as a team to make this operation successful. Please inform all of them that because of their
dedication a serious blemish upon the quality of life in Giddings has remained dormant.

Sincerely,
Dennis Rhoten

c.c. Captain Robert Saenz



